
Holden Asks for Federal Disaster Declaration for Storm Counties 
 On June 7, Governor Bob Holden formally requested a Federal Disaster Declaration for Individual 
Assistance for residents and businesses in the 10 core counties of Cass, Clinton, Daviess, DeKalb, Gentry, Grundy, 
Linn, Livingston, Macon and St. Clair Counties. Additionally he asked that residents in 27 contiguous counties 
would also be eligible for assistance. Those contiguous counties are: Adair, Andrew, Bates, Benton, Buchanan, 
Caldwell, Carroll, Cedar, Chariton, Clay, Harrison, Henry, Hickory, Jackson, Johnson, Knox, Mercer, Monroe, 
Nodaway, Platte, Polk, Randolph, Ray, Shelby, Sullivan, Vernon and Worth. 
 If the Governor’s request is approved, residents and businesses in the declared counties would be eligible 
for access to temporary housing assistance, and low-interest SBA loans for families and businesses. Some 
individuals or families might qualify for disaster grants for essential needs. 
 On June 3, 2004, Governor Holden formally requested joint federal-state damage assessments for eight 
Missouri counties impacted by the severe weather. The six teams made up of FEMA, SEMA, SBA and the local 
government conducted PDAs on June 4 and 5.  

 
Holden Directs DNR to Waive Burning Rules After May Storms 

 On Friday, May 28, 2004, Governor Bob Holden signed an executive order directing to “Waive Burning 
Regulations” for Missouri Counties impacted by the May 24 and following storm systems that sent tornadoes 
though the state. Four storm-related deaths were reported over Memorial weekend – 3 (with 18 injured) in DeKalb 
County and one in St. Louis County. The EOC was briefly opened to take damage assessment calls from local 
EMDs. A team was sent to DeKalb and Daviess Counties to survey damages. The biggest problems were directly 
related to downed trees/debris removal.  

Earlier, Cass County received an SBA disaster declaration for citizens and businesses sustaining flooding 
damages in Cass County from the May 18th storms. Hardest hit were the Lake Annette and Freeman communities.  

Governor Amends Executive Order Includes Emergency Response on June 4, 2004. The amended 
Executive Order frees state agency resources to assist local governments in their disaster response. State agencies 
responding to the disaster include Department of Conservation, Department of Transportation, and Department of 
Natural Resources.  

 
Homeland Security Grant Program Grant Review Status 

The Homeland Security Grant Reviews are in process. Peer review committees continue to meet to make 
their final recommendations for awards for the Volunteer Fire/Fire Protection District Grants, the Law Enforcement 
Terrorism Prevention Program Grants, and the Interoperable Communications Grants.   
 The City/County Grant Applications are also being reviewed internally with subject matter experts 
reviewing where necessary.  If revisions are necessary on those applications, applicants will be contacted. 
 Grant review recommendations will be integrated into the State Application for ODP approval. SEMA will 
notify applicants concerning the grant awards once ODP has approved our budget. Until final awards are made, 
details, including grant review recommendations, remain confidential.   
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Disaster Animal Response Training Set for July 9-11, Grandview 
 The Human Society of U.S. training is designed to help individuals become an effective responder assisting 
animal relief effort during a disaster. Participants will learn a basic disaster response for animals including rescue, 
transport, sheltering, safety, law, communications, media relations damage assessment, large & small animal 
handling and first aid, and the HSUS disaster response system. Registration must be received by June 9. For more 
information contact the Midwest USUS Regional Office at 515-283-1393 or dwebber@hsus.   
 

9 Communications Capability Meetings Set 
 Titan Corporation will hold nine communications capability meetings to develop a strategy for 
regional/statewide interoperability communications capability. The intimate goal is to create an interoperable radio 
environment that meets everyday communications needs yet will be able to handle communications requirements 
during large-scale emergencies. 
 The meetings will be: 

• June 8 from 9-11 a.m. and 1:30-3:30 p.m. at the Airport Marriott, St. Louis; 
• June 8 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. at the Missouri State Highway Patrol Troop D Offices, Springfield 
• June 14 from 9-11 a.m. at the MARC Conference Room, Kansas City 
• June 14 from 1:30-3:30 p.m., Stoney Creek Inn, St. Joseph 
• June 15 from 9-11 a.m., Clinton Building, Cape Girardeau 
• June 17 from 9-11 a.m., SEMA, Jefferson City 
• June 17 from 9-11 a.m., at the Missouri State Highway Patrol Troop B Offices, Macon 
• June 17 from 1:30-3:30 p.m. for state agencies only at SEMA. 
 

FEMA Approves Missouri’s State Hazard Mitigation Plan 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) formally approved Missouri’s All Hazard 

Mitigation Plan. According to information provided by FEMA Headquarters, Washington, D.C., the Missouri plan 
is the first such plan approved in the nation. By Federal statue, the state plan had to be approved before November 
1, 2004.  

Missouri is eligible for receiving non-emergency federal assistance under the Stafford Act. This includes 
the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP), the Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) Program, the Pre-Disaster 
Mitigation – Competitive (PDM-C) Program, certain categories of Public Assistance (PA) Program, and all the Fire 
Management Assistance Grant Program. 
 This plan will now receive further review by FEMA Headquarters to determine if it meets the criteria that 
has been established for an enhanced all hazard mitigation plan. Once Missouri receives the enhanced designation, 
future funding for mitigation projects within the state will increase dramatically. Currently, a 7.5% multiplier is 
used to determine the level of mitigation funding. Under the enhanced declaration received as a result of the 
widespread tornado damage in May 2003 – the mitigation funding would have been $5.3 million instead of $2.0 
million that was received using the 7.5% base. 
 Local governments are still required to have an approved all hazard mitigation plan completed and 
approved by FEMA by November 1, 2004 date in order for them to be eligible for mitigation funding. 
 

SEMA Newsletters Posted to Homepage 
 The Summer 2004 SEMA, Missouri Mitigation, MERC, and MEPA newsletter are posted to SEMA’s 
homepage: sema.dps.mo.gov The documents are in PDF format. They maybe easily viewed or downloaded. 
 

St. Louis Kicks Off Citizen Council Activities 
 The City of St. Louis kicked off their Citizen Council program on June 8 with a Gateway Area 
Preparedness Network (GAP Network) workshop sponsored by Area Resources for Community & Human Services 
(ARCHS) and the City Emergency Management Agency. The group’s name GAP Network reflects their intent to 
achieve: 1) Provide residents with disaster preparedness information; 2) Build a network that residents can rely on 
if catastrophe strikes; and 3) Launch an endeavor that can expand as needed. 



 
ODP Announces 1st Round of Firefighter Grants 

 The DHS’s Office of Domestic Preparedness announced the First Round Firefighter Grants. The grant 
program has three areas: Operations and Firefighter Safety, Fire Prevention and Firefighting Vehicles Acquisition. 
In 2004, emergency medical services activities were incorporated into the Operations and Firefighter Safety 
Program area.  The Hazelgreen FPD (Richland) received a grant for $62,532 for Operations & Firefighter Safety.  
 

DNR Officially Declares Drought Over 
 The Missouri Drought Assessment Committee officially declared the state drought-free after a two-year-
long drought. Steve Mcintosh, DNR surface water chief said the changing weather patterns have dropped above 
normal rainfall in the 24 neediest counties. For more information on the State Drought go to 
www.dnr.state.mo.us/geology/droughtupdate.htm 

 
Missouri State Hazardous Material Tech Class Update 

The Missouri State Hazardous Materials Technician course was briefed at the recently held Homeland 
Security Emergency Responder Committee meeting in Jefferson City, Missouri. The Hazardous Materials 
Technician or HAZMAT Tech Curriculum Advisory Committee (CAC) will notify the HAZMAT teams as soon as 
the next meeting is scheduled.  In the meantime, if you have any questions or concerns regarding the development 
of a Missouri State Hazardous Materials Technician course feel free to contact Nick Gragnani, Deputy Director St. 
Louis County EMA at 314-628-5400 or through e-mail at ngragnani@stlouisco.com. You can also contact Kim 
Becker at the Missouri Division of Fire Safety at 1-573-751-2930 or kim.becker@dfs.dps.mo.gov  
 

National EQ Conference Seeks Projects For Awards 
The National Earthquake Conference is seeking nominations for the "Awards for Excellence". The Central 

United States Earthquake Consortium noted there have been a lot of good earthquake related projects and activities 
come out of the central US. The conference will be September 25-30 in St. Louis. Detailed information on the 
nomination process can be found on the conference website under the "Awards" link.  For more information on the 
conference check out their website: http://www.earthquakeconference.org. 
 
 


